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increase in medical and surgical casualties, the)' fell to only 15 per cent in
1945. The total of 117,516 psychiatric patients comprised 18 per cent of the
3-year evacuation load.
Air evacuation. In the fall of 1944 the long-accumulated backlog of psy-
chotic patients in the Pacific area created a critical state of affairs. Two medical
officers 7 from the Neuropsychiatry Consultants Division were sent out to find
a solution.
Their report gave further evidence of a policy of too little for too long.
Tents were the only available shelters for the disturbed as well as the other
patients. Staff was insufficient. Therefore, little or no treatment could be given
during the long wait, often in unbearably wet or hot weather, until some ship
captain could be persuaded to take the patients aboard for the trip to adequate
hospital care.
At that time (although not reported until 1945) the transportation of psy-
chiatric patients was the subject of special study at the School of Aviation
Medicine8 at Randolph Field. Research led to the conclusion that air evacua-
tion of psychotic patients was not only feasible but practical. Finally the Air
Transport Command developed a method of transporting such patients. This
provided rapid transportation to a point of adequate treatment which reduced
the need for the prolonged restraint and isolation that was necessary on ships.
Continuous restraint and sedation were not used for psychoneurotic patients
who needed no special handling beyond that routinely available in air-
evacuation flights. The sedative drugs of choice were sodium amytal and
paraldehyde; the dosage and mode of administration were determined in ac-
cordance with the characteristics of each individual patient.
In the initial evacuation from the Southwest Pacific, a planeload of psy-
chotic patients was flown from Australia to the States. But sedation and re-
straints were inadequate, with resulting confusion and serious threat to safety.
This flight and further investigation led to the establishment of a policy 9 of
limiting the number of psychotic patients to 5 per planeload of 28 patients* A
medical technician trained in the management of psychotic patients augmented
the usual Medical Department complement of one flight nurse and one medi-
cal technician.
Between January, 1944, and December, 1945, the Air Transport Com-
mand carried over 28,000 psychiatric patients (all from the Pacific Theater),
9,000 of whom were classified as psychotic. The evacuation was stepped up
between March and December, 1945, when 5,094 psychotic patients, in addi-
7 ifcutenant Colonel (later Col) Malcolm J. Farrell and Maj. (kter It Col) Ivan C. Berlien.
8 Project No. 475. 27*h AAF Base Unit, School of Aviation Medicine, 2 October 1945.
9 Information furnished in a specially requested memo by Lt. Col. S. L. Gumport, Chief, Pro-
fessional Division, Office of the Surgeon, ATQ 20 March 1946.